
62
LIGATURE OF THE CAROTIDS IN

INSANITY.

A PAPER in Kleinert’s Repert. 11 On Liga-
ture of the Carotids as a Means of Cure in
Certain Forms of Mental Derangement," by
Dr. F. BIRD, contains some interesting re-
marks. The author has collected togethei
a certain number of cases of ligature of the
carotid arteries, with the object of showing
the influence which this operation exercises
on the intellectual as well as bodily faculties.
The first case refers to a female 32 years

of age, of weakly constitution. Dr. Bjer-
ken tied the common carotid artery for a

pulsating tumour below the right ear; the
patient had suffered extremely from pain in
the head, was quite deaf and at times stu-

pid ; the sleep was uneasy, the menstrual
discharge diminished, appetite lost. Imme-

diately after the operation the patient re-
covered her hearing, but was attacked by
severe pain in the head, which required the
use of leeches, cold, &c. For forty days the
patient was unable to leave her bed with-
out bringing on violent vertigo, but after
that period she quickly recovered her health
and intellectual powers. The second case
is reported by Texor in Chirou, bd. 2, heft. 2.
The third by Mr. Mayo, in the London Jledi-
cal and Physical Joi4trnal, December 1829.
The fourth case of ligature of the common
carotid refers to an operation performed by
Dr. Horner in Pennsylvania (see Repe1’/o-
rium, Apri!, 7th year, p. 58). The fifth case

may be found in Froriep’s Notizen, vol. 36,
Feb. 1833. A child four years and a half old,
of scrofulous temperament, was operated
upon by Professor Moller of Copenhagen,
who, on the 13th September 1831, tied one
common carotid artery, and on the 28th
January, 1832, tied the other. The opera-
tion was successful.
From the above cases the author draws

the following conclusions :-
1. One or even both carotid arteries, may

be tied without necessarily endangerillg life.
2. The operation is not suited to old per-
sons, in whom the venous system predomi-
nates, but to young and healthy persons
whose arterial system is active.

OPERATION ON AN INFANT’S HAND.

E. CRISP.

To the Editor.&mdash;Sir: The following case i
is at your service for insertion. Your obe-
dicnt servant, E. Cmsp.
Walworth-road, Feb. 27, 1836.

Aug. 3rd, 1835, I delivered Mrs. Vane,
High-street, Camberwell, of a fine healthy
boy, but soon after birth discovered that the
little, the ring, and the middle-fingers of
both hands were united by a firm fleshy
substance; the junction between their ex-
tremities was cartilagiitous.
Aug. 17. I separated the little and ring-

fingers of the right hand, as far as the me-
tatarso-phalangeal joints ; a small artery
was divided, but was easily secured ; a thick
piece of lint was placed between the fingers.
The wound was dressed on the fourth day,
and perfectly healed on the 25th of August.
I operated in the same manner upon the re-
maining fingers, Aug. 29th, Sept. 29th, and
Nov. 24th. The child had very little con-
stitutional disturbance ; the fingers at their
bases are now united by a thin membranous
webb, but the child has the perfect use of
them.

Had the operation not been performed at
this early period, I believe that bony union
would have taken place at the extremities
of the fingers. Indeed, in operating on the
left hand, I had some difficulty in cutting
through the cartilage. Mr. Wardrop (LAN-
CET, 1833) says, " 1 generally prefer operat-
ing on infants a few days old, to waiting
until they have reached a more advanced
period.’’ So far as one case can have any
weight, the above instance proves the judi-
ciousness of this opinion.

GUY’S HOSPITAL.

To the Editor.&mdash;Sir: Amid the clamourfor equal rights, I beg to draw your atten-
tion to the following piece of one-sided jus-
tica.
A few days since one of the porters of

Gu y ’s Hospital was dismissed for purloininy
a few coals, not for sale, but simply for his
own use, and for this offence he has been
dismissed; while another porter, a colleague
of his, of the name of Mountain, is, and has
been for some time, allowed to physic half
the dissolute frequenters of the Borough-
market, with copaiba mixture, blue pill,
compound decoction of sarsaparilla, senna
and salts, roses and salts, &c., &c.,-and all
under the very noses of the proper author-
ities of the hospital, and this porter is

permitted to carry on the game with irar-

punity, - having the porter’s lodge fre-
quently beset with people, for his opinion,"
though when the case gets "beyond his skill,"
he kindly transfers them either to the as-
sistant medical officer or the proper medical
officer for the week.

Ought these things to be permitted to
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exist, and in a place too where, above all’
others, the "officers," from Benjamin Har-
rison downwards, profess to be immaculate ?
I pledge myself for the statement 1 have
made, having many times been an eye wit-
ness of the fact. I am, Sir, yours. &c.,

A PUPIL.

This is a " Free Hospital case " for
the interference of Mr. Bransby Cooper, if
an official inquiry be instituted by the go-
vernors. With regard to the motto of "equal
rights," we may observe that our corre-

spondent would have prefaced his statement
more appropriately, by adopting the rally-
ing point of " equal wrongs,"-a "clamour 

"

which has hitherto been the loudest at

Guy’s. The Borough-market doctor may
now join in the cry with some title to speak
up for " vested interests " and 

" prescription
rights."

INVENTION OF THE LITHOTRITE.

JOHN WEISS.

To the Editor.&mdash;Sir It is with extreme
reluctance that I again obtrude myself on
the notice of the profession, to substantiate
my claim to the invention of the lithotrite.
1 hoped, from all that had been written on
the subject, that my right to it was fully
admitted, and it was with surprise that I saw
in the last number of the Medical Gazette,
a letter from Sir B. Brodie to Sir Charles
Bell, in which the priority of invention of
the curved instrument is given to Baron

Heurteloup.
The invention, whatever may be its merits,

is mine, and for the truth of this assertion
I appeal to the Baron himself, to whom, in
the presence of Dr. Boyton, 1 showed an
instrument of the same construction as that
now used by him, namely, a curved instru-
ment with an inner sliding blade. At that
time he was using the straight drill of

Civiale, but he immediately laid it aside, and
adopted the curved instrument. True he
was the first who applied it, but that does
not invalidate my claim to the invention,
nor is it affected by shortening the curve of
the instrument. The substitution of the
hammer for the screw he is entitled to, but
it is well known that the screw has super-
seded the hammer in almost every instance,
and has been used with complete success by
the following gentlemen : Sir Benjamin
Brodie, Sir Charles Bell, Mr. Guthrie, Mr.
Stanley, Mr. Tyrrel, and others; I therefore
must contend that not only the priority
of invention, but even the principle and the
perfection of the instrument at present in
use, belong to me. This may appear, to those
who have not examined the different instru-
ments, a very bold assertion, but in further
COlToooration I beg leave to refer to Mr.

Aston Key, Senior Surgeon of Guy’s Hos-
pital, for whom I have constructed an in-
strument which bids fair to effect more in

lithotrity than has hitherto been done.
Had the Baron given me the credit for

that share in the invention which is justlydue to me, I should have no complaint to
make; but he has thought fit, not only to
hold himself out as the inventor, and with-
hold any little merit that belongs to me, but
to decry the utility of my instruments, and
depreciate them in public estimation. I

beg, moreover to say that I did not make
the instrument which bent in the bladder of
the unfortunate patient alluded to by Sir
Charles Bell.&mdash;I beg to remain, Sir, your
obedient servant

62, Strand, March 27, 1836.

NORTH-LONDON HOSPITAL.

CHRONIC GANGRENE OF THE NOSE, FEET,
ET CETERA.

C. S., aged 24, was admitted, Nov. 20th,
under the care of Mr. LisroN. She is a.

prostitute of very intemperate habits, having
been for some time in the habit of drinking
large quantities of gin. She has also been
much exlacsed to cold, and has frequently
lain out for nights in the street. On Satur-

day night, the 16th, she received a blow or
pinch on the nose, which gradually assumed
a dark appearance. At present there is a
gangrenous surface near the apex of the
nose, surrounded by a livid margin ; the part
is moist, and has a few vesicles upon it.
She complains of a dull aching pain in the
part; pulse 83, feeble ; tongue clean, but
tremulous; thirst and languor; bowels open.
She was immediately placed on full diet, and
a quarter of a grain of the muriate of mor’.

phia given her every three hours. No

application to the affected part.
22. The gangrene ’has not extended, and

she says she is better and stronger.
25. The slough has separated, but the

surface beneath appears unhealthy; com-
plains of thirst; tongne moist, but rather
loaded ; pulse 70, feeble. A pint of porter
daily.

30. Gradually improving; the ulcer heal.
ing.

Dec. 3. Discharged well.
March 8. She returned to the hospital

to-day, having been in St. Pancras work.
house during the last month of her absence.
For two months she continued her irregular
course of life, drinking as largely as her
means allowed her, and passing the night
in the open air. The dark colour of the
nose soon returned after such exposure, but
it was not attended with much pain. About
a week before her entrance into the work-


